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1¢ isactually soins start picking his crop. He says 

be down to vic 1 ay 150 breceros, on 2 certain date. 

Nealresdy have on record that he has been certified for 200. 

can order any number 200. . We get busy and phone our 
presentative in +mo.alme. He tells the Mexican authorities 

Oo run what they call 2 “igratoryctati The day before we 
n+ he y h ¥ 1 . c ~ PF yy +ho hiynhhwh " 
the men here, they vick out 150 men from e bunbhwho are 


ne. The Mexicans check theirarmy s-stus, and 


aboutrenday. e telenhones us, usually about tendays 


medicsl exam, which is vaid for by the Publi Health 
Then, they come over to guxx the side of the street 
by the Department of Labor,and they get a screening by th 
service, and an interview to weed out thetaxi 
layers. If they vass all these, they are 
is called a vrovisionalentry card. At seven o'cloci 
ht a train pulls out of Empalme with’breceros. It is 
to anot erengine at Hermosillo. t's due to arrive in 
every morning at 10:00, but issometimés late. 


are checked by cusoms and the departmentof agricul 
border, and they are dusted with lindane, alone with 
Gd bassase. Then they step across the border, and 


we charter, from there to here. 


Marvin Sichmond, 
Assistant Camp Manager, 
Hl Centro Recevntion Cer 
Feb. 18, 1958 


I ueed to be manacer of tr gratory Station at Irapuato. 
I've seen the boys goinsin and ou Sides of the line, for 
&.g00d many years now. “ou don t have to l@d@k hard to see the 
changed that this program is mating as far as extemal thines 


are concermed. 4 take @ census of the vedal-onerated 


Lo) 
sewing machines they toke back with them. “ou could_see how 


many of them wear 1@ ican madeshoes, clothes,ete. “t would 
be almost all of them 
minds is what you re most inter- 
¢ rove. I can*give you some 
I-used to sit ther » & desk in Irapuato, 
the ment+to see if hey were bona fide 
cou d tell in oreattislly every case 
tothe Y¥.5, befor or not. How 
- ‘he ones comine in for the first 
mid they cou a hardly answer when you 
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tied un. como etelyv. “he ones 
even once were more sure of tt 


tuestions,they would sine richt 


asi how many. are 1 ers. ll depends. “ight now 
is a Slack season. cy ars °0 .€ to pick and choose vretty 
carefully down at th 4 “ations “n today s consign- 
youcan see foryourself, it ooks like*about 90% 
1 “n the heighh of. th; season, when we 
men & month here, you 11 findmaybe SOA, 
never been tothe “.%.-before, 
kindof information beésuse 4 


man whohas been here before 


me questio s over again. 


be 9 few men claimine they are coming in for the 
really been here before -- givingefalse names 
the ones, whogot in dutch,skioved their contrects 
that. “he percentace is very small “nd they 
) L away with it for lone. “e always ta! 
frerprints ad n find out if they are lvine tous 


The first thing they get when they step off the bus is a 

ech st x-ray, becsuse it tekes about 44 hours to develv the 

fiim and reod it, wich is is a one as all the rest of the 

processing takes. Then they get a blood test forsyphilis. 

We'te oioneering in t is,.and it 4s the talk of allthe medical 

journals. They also get an examination for obvious sickness 

and things which may have been missed inthe screening in 

Mexico. Then they getanother security check. The Immigration 

Service up here has a more un-to-the-minute list ofundesirables 

than the oneat Emvalme. Then the men are recdy to meet their 

employer for the first ni They go intoa shed, and they all 

sit down, in rows of ¥ 3 The emoloyer -- or employer's 

represen atime -- stands at the front of the room. The contract 
is ready, in Spanish. Then the men pass in front of the 

emoloyer, one row at 92 time. Those who want to work for hin, 

and who he wants to hire, go over to one side of the room. 

The ones he doesn't like the looxsof, or who don't like his 

Looks, £0 over to the other. 

If a guy has been saroundhere four or five days and hasn' 
Matched ontoa contrect, we figure he's just 2 free-loader, an 
we ship him bac. 

Those who end up on the right side of the room amd taken 
over to 9 lons annex we've where there's 2 whoee row of 
sir .s with tyvewrrters. The | in the individual contracts, 
which the menare suovosed gn along with the consul, 
the employer, and myself. . y, the three of us couldn't 
begin to keep uo wit them al we just sign 2 stencil. 


Then, for the last step, the men stoo by the Immigration 


office again andreceive a form I-100, which is their 

passport. It has thkirr pi¢ture on it, and the place they are 
going to work, and the dotes they've been contrected for. If 
their contr-ct is extended, that 1s stemped on the form. This 
form is al! the Border Patrol can so on insensaretinge the brecero 
from the illegals. 

Then, the grouv of 150 goes out and sits udder one of our 
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trees andwaits fora bus. The busses, are artered by the 
employers. We havenothing to do with that. On busy days we have 
about t irty of them lined up out there,waiting. 

I forgot to say, weare required to drop everything at noon 
and sive everybody a hot lunch. This takes some doing, and 
raigs hell with the processing lines, but we do the b*st we cn. 
We're set up to feed 12,00 men an hour. We can also vut uv men 
overnight if we have to. We have 2,000 (7) folding cots we can 
use. MANy&és the time I've left here at 5:00 in the aftermaon, 
with everybody processed out, and got beck here at 8:00 in the 
morming, and found 15,00 men in camo. They arriBe al’ during th 
night, you see, onthe way baek to Mexico. There's noway wecan 
contro. that. 
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of the sort among the men who are csoing rhrough her 
way back to Mexico. they'1 come in here and say,,, 
got such a terrible cold. _*“*ow abou some asvirin, hale: 

and that. “hey just want to load up on free mddicine to 

back home with them. “~ tellthem there are plenty of druc stores 
in “exicaiil, and ~ even tell them the names and address¢sof 
pharmacists in town if t ey are rea’ y interested. “e re not 
running 2 c inichere. ~“f,course, if somebody ‘ays his~scalp 
open here atthe “enter, * 11 sew him up. 
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